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This photo shows Cpl Dale wearing his World War Two uniform.  A founding member of the Launceston VDC 

rifle club in the 1930s he joined the 2
nd

 Australian Imperial Force (AIF) Training Unit on 13 April 1942.  A 

veteran of Gallipoli, France and Belgium, he was deemed unfit for active duty due to the severity of his 

previous wounds sustained during the First World War.  He married, Daphne Irene Williams in 1923; fathered 

six children and died aged 63. 

 

Dale enlisted on 10
 
March 1915, was appointed to the 26

th
 Battalion (Bn), “D” Company (Coy) on the 15 June 

1915 at Claremont, Tasmania. 

The Tasmanians joined the Queenslanders and the 26
th

 Bn was raised at Enoggera, forming part of the 7
th

 

Brigade, attached to the 2
nd

 Division. 

On 29 June 1915, aged 19, Pte Dale embarked with the 26
th

 

Bn from Brisbane on the SS Aeneas. 

 

After more vigorous training in Egypt, the Bn sailed for 

Lemnos Island, where they boarded the SS Abassieh which 

landed them on 12 September 1915 at 3 am on Anzac Beach 

where they marched to Taylor‟s Hollow. 

In early November 1915, the Bn had taken over 

trenches in Courtney‟s and Steele‟s Posts.  The Bn 

moved to Russell‟s Top where they commenced 

mining, exploding two mines on consecutive days. 



By the 9
th

 they had broken through into the enemy‟s tunnel and fired another mine.  Retaliation came with the 

enemy bombarding the Bn‟s positions from hostile aeroplanes, machine guns (MG) artillery and stick bombs.  

The Bn‟s snipers were kept very busy.  They were visited on 13
th

 by Lord Kitchener.  The Bn continued to blow 

more mines and send out patrols.  Snow was falling by 27
th

, the men experienced problems with frostbite.  

Early December, the 26
th

‟s A & D Coy were relieved by the 28
th

 Bn enabling them to roll out French wire 

entanglements.  Their position was inspected by General Birdwood and Godley on 7
 
December.  The 28

th
 Bn 

completed the relief of 26
th

‟s B & C Coy enabling the 26
th

 to be completely withdrawn on 12 December.  They 

embarked on SS Redbreast & SS Asmonieh.  All the Anzac Forces were withdrawn by 20 December 1915. 

 

Today the Gallipoli Peninsula remains littered with Turkish pill-boxes, munitions and trenches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Gallipoli Peninsula 2012 

 

Pte Dale along with many of the men suffered 

severe diarrhoea due to the appalling conditions on 

the Peninsula.  He was treated on the Greek island 

of Lemnos.  By the end of December he was back 

in Cairo, Egypt with severe bronchitis and 

admitted to Mena House or officially known as No 

2 Australian General Hospital featured in this 

photo - on right. 

On 21
 
March 1916 the 26

th
 Bn arrived at Marseilles, France.  

After a three day train journey they encamped at Morbeck, 

west of Armentieres, and had their first experience of 

billets, usually in barns and lofts. 
     Armentieres Old Railway Station 2009 

 

The 26
th

 Bn took up part of the Bois Grenier line in front of Armentieres, where they remained until the middle 

of June.  The Australians‟ first trench raid was carried out by the 26
th

 & 28
th

 Bns.  Several Germans were killed 

and a fair number taken prisoners.  The 26
th

 Bn was transferred to Messines where they held the line for a 

fortnight, up to the 11 July 1916.  During this time they endured heavy attacks and particularly suffered from 

minnenwerfer fire; also they encountered their first unpleasant experience of gas.  All were fairly well prepared, 

although there were a number of casualties. 



From Belgium the Bn trucked, trained and marched to the 

Somme near Amiens then moved to Albert.  On 25 July 

they were moved up to Tara Hill in preparation to attack 

Pozieres Ridge.  This became known as the Bn‟s deadliest 

battle.  The objective was to retake the old German trench 

lines OG1 & OG2 on the ridgeline overlooking the tiny 

village of Pozieres adjacent to the windmill.  After twelve 

days on the front line the 2
nd

 Division suffered 6,846 

casualties and was relieved on the 6 August.  The day 

before, during this level of combat savagery, Pte Dale 

reported wounded in action with a “serious gunshot 

wound to the head”.  Pte Dale was tended by the 4
th

 Field 

Ambulance and, due to the severity of his wound, was 

taken by motor ambulance arriving next day at No 8 Red 

Cross Hospital „Paris Plüge‟.(now Le Touquet)  The 

building had previously been the Baltic & Corn Exchange. 
 

 
 

After stabilising treatment, he was moved to Calais and transported via hospital ship Dieppe to England, for 

specialist treatment at Herne Bay Military Hospital in Kent arriving eleven days later.  It took Pte Dale over 

twelve months to convalesce before he was fit for further service. 

 

 
These days the old Herne Bay Hospital is now a 

Nursing Home.  It was built in 1899 by the local 

Masonic group. 2013 

 

On 7 September 1917, Pte Dale preceded overseas to France from Perham Downs Training Brigade via 

Southampton the embarkation port.  On 8 September entered the 2
nd

 Division‟s marshalling base at Harve, 

France. 



By the 15
th

 Pte Dale had rejoined his combat unit (26
th

) then in action in Belgium.  Throughout most of 

September, the unit was in the front line around Ypres and Polygon Wood, where they were regularly bombed 

by German planes.  They fought in the battles at Menin Road and the capture of Broodseinde Ridge in October. 
 

     
Near Ypres 1917  German Bunker, Polygon Wood 2009 Captured Germans by Australians 

 

In early October, the Bn took part in an attack towards Passchaendale ridge in conditions described as „Flanders 

mud at its worst‟, the losses here being so considerable that an amalgamation with the 28
th

 Bn was required to 

strengthen the badly depleted 26
th

. 
 

2 DIV 4 Oct 1917 Battle of Broodseinde Ridge.   Cloth Hall, Ypres 1917 supply line to the Front. 

 
Photo below - Cloth Hall in the main market square at Ypres was restored during 1920s - 1960s and now houses one of 

the best historical collections of WW 1 relics in Belgium renamed the “In Flanders Fields Museum”. 

 

   
2009 

                                                                 Photo above - Looking through Menin Gate down the main road towards Cloth 

Hall.  The main street is lined with small, interesting shops and restaurants; and of course, Chocolate shops, for which 

Belgium is most famous. 

                                                                                                                                                      Menin Gate is dedicated 

“To the Armies of the British Empire who stood here from 1914 to 1918 and to those of their dead who have no known 

grave.”  The names of nearly 6,200 Diggers who died in Flanders are engraved on the walls of this great archway.  

Menin Gate was built by the British and was unveiled by King George V in 1927. 
 

There is no specific Australian memorial in Ypres (Ieper).  At the Australian Memorial in Canberra the two stone 

medieval lions that guard the entrance to that building came from Ypres.  They were rescued from the rubble of the old 

Menin Gate road entrance and in 1936 were presented by the Burgomaster of Ypres as a gesture of friendship between 

the town and the people of Australia. 



During November 1917, the 26
th

 Bn had been partially reinforced and were removed to an assault line between 

Messines and Ploegstaert (Plugstreet) where German trench mortars were very active in trying to stem strong 

Australian fighting patrols which enabled the re-capture of No Man‟s Land.  Now mid-winter the ground was 

generally covered with snow and frozen hard. 

 

Two days before Christmas 1917, Pte Dale was wounded on the second occasion, described in differing reports 

as both “gunshot wound (GSW) right arm and shrapnel wound (SW) right arm”. 

 

On 24 December 1917, Pte Dale was treated by the 7
th

 Australian Field Ambulance before being transferred to 

an Australian Army Casualty Clearing Station (CCS). 

 

He was transported south to the 20
th

 General Hospital, between 

the towns Dannes and Camiers in France.  He embarked on the 

hospital ship Brighton for England on 29 December 1917 and 

was admitted to the War Hospital, Warren Road, Guilford south-

west of London for „shrapnel wound‟, right arm. 

 

By 22 January 1918, the family was notified by telegram that Pte 

C S H Dale was admitted to Guilford War Hospital, England.  In 

the meantime, on 10 January, Pte Dale had been transferred to the 

3
rd

 Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford.  From 14
th

 to 23
rd

 January, Pte 

Dale was granted furlough (Military Leave of Absence) after 

discharge from Dartford to enable recuperation and rest at 

20
th
 General Hospital, France.    Hurdcott Base, north-west of Southampton. 

 

On 23 March 1918, Pte Dale marched in from No 4 Command Depot, Hurdcott Base to the Overseas Training 

Brigade at Sandhill Camp, Longbridge, Deverill in south-west England.  Leaving on 9 April, Pte Dale again 

proceeded overseas, embarking as before from Southampton, arriving the following day at Harve, France.  By 

the 11 May 1918 he was with the 26
th

 again. 

 

The Battalion was now in action against the great German offensive in the “Somme” area, the 26
th

 and 28
th

 

Battalions were operating jointly in counter offensive tactics near Ville-sur-Ancre and Villers Bretonneux from 

April through to August.  On 3
 
July 1918, Pte Dale reported WIA, third occasion, “gassed”.  He had been 

caught in an enemy gas barrage. 
 

 

 
These soldiers were caught 

unaware of a gas barrage in 

May 1918 now waiting 

evacuation at an 

overcrowded aid post near 

Bois de I’ Abbe.  Example of 

what should not be done.  

Casualties should have 

removed clothes and not 

wearing respirators means 

that they are inhaling 

quantities of vapour and 

adding to their injuries. 

 

 

 

On 4 July 1918, the Australian Field Ambulance admitted Pte Dale to the 12
th

 Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) 

and he was treated for mustard gas wounding.  The next day he was sent to the 1
st
 Australian General Hospital, 

at Rouen, afterwards moved through 2
nd

 and 11
th

 Convalescence Depots remaining in France until rejoining his 

unit on 14 August 1918. 



During this time, on 14 July 1918 a German tank was captured by 26
th

 Bn at Monument Wood, near Villers 

Bretonneux.  The only surviving German First World War tank is now displayed in the Queensland Museum at 

Brisbane. 

 

 
 

The Battalion had again been strengthened by reinforcements before moving up to the front line from 

Dompiere-Becquincourt close to the River Somme, where they encountered fierce resistance for several days 

during the September Allied Advance from Mont St Quentin to Peronne, described in Tasmania‟s War Record 

as forty-eight hours of the worst gruelling the Battalion had yet experienced. 

 

While undertaking the assault on Peronne, two of the Battalion‟s companies were subjected to severe machine 

gun and artillery fire and it become almost impossible to move.  The enemy could clearly be seen behind their 

machine guns firing at point blank range.  Just how the position was taken was little short of miraculous.  

During this attack a very large proportion of Tasmanians of the 26
th

 Bn were killed, amongst them being 

Captain A O Woods, (Military Cross). 

 

On 2 September 1918, Pte Dale reported WIA, on the fourth occasion, being wounded in the right foot.  He was 

treated locally by 6
th

 Australian Advanced Field Ambulance before transferred to the 53
rd

 CCS, then admitted 

to the 12
th

 General Hospital at Rouen, France on 3 September 1918. 

 

On 5 September 1918, Pte Dale was invalided to England and admitted on 7 September to Beaufort Hospital, 

Bristol on the British south-west coast for surgical treatment and rehabilitation. 

 
By the 18 September, Pte Dale transferred to 3

rd
 

Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford near London, and on 30 

September was discharged and marched into No 2 

Command Depot at Weymouth on 2 October, where he 

spent his convalescence; awaiting processing for his 

return to Australia for medical discharge (D28) 

multiple war caused injuries, including right foot 

through compound comminute fracture of 1
st
 right 

metatarsal bone.  A report dated 28 October 1918, for 

Officer Injury Casualty (I/C) records, Administrative 

Headquarters, London. 

Port of embarkation for Australia was not mentioned, but most likely Southampton, due to the close proximity 

of his last posting at Weymouth.  Troopship identified as HMT Borda with a departure date of 16 December 

1918 which is stated on his discharge certificate and 18 December 1918 shown on the War History Index, but 

no return port or arrival date in Australia was indicated. 

 

On 2 June 1919, No 1077, Pte Charles Samuel Henry Dale, 26
th

 Battalion, AIF, was discharged on war caused 

medical invalidity grounds at 6
th

 Military District (Tasmania), Anglesea Barracks, Hobart, Tasmania. 



The 26
th

 Battalion continued distinguishing itself with advancing attacks on the Hindenburg Line, their last and 

most successful fight being the capture of the Bullecourt and Beaurevoir trench lines on 4 October 1918, where 

casualties were again exceptionally heavy as their task was the final objective of the Brigade and they were 

expected to go as far as possible, all the time subjected to heavy machine gun and shell fire.  On this occasion 

the whole Battalion Headquarters were one by one made casualties. 
 

When the Armistice ended hostilities on 11 November 1918, they were moved north to Belgium with the 4
th

 

Army to wait demobilisation in the Charleroi area.  They billeted in the small town of Marchienne-au-Pont. 
 

           
         Armistice Clearing 2013         [Reproduction of General Foch’s railway]  Restored Alsaciens-Lorrains Monument. 

         [carriage where the Armistice was signed.] 
 

The Second Australian Division Memorial stands at Mont St Quentin, the scene of one of the Division‟s 

greatest victories.  After the war the 2nd Division arranged for the erection of a memorial.  It was unveiled on 

the 30 August, 1925 by Marshal Foch, who had been the supreme commander of all Allied Forces in France in 

1918.  It portrayed a Digger bayoneting a German Eagle.  During World War Two, the Germans took great 

offence at the statue; it was removed, never to be seen again. 
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Eventually, in 1971, the present „at ease‟ digger with rifle slung on his shoulder by sculptor, Stanley Hammond 

was placed on the original base with May Butler George‟s bas-reliefs that had remained on the memorial. 
 

Awarded for service – 
 

The 1914-15 Star was awarded to Charles S Dale British War Medal Victory Medal 
 

Researched and written by Terese Binns 


